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“And then what happened?” I love asking that question.  It’s a 
great way to get people to continue to tell the story of their lives.  
A lot of pastoral ministry has to do with listening to the answer 
to that question. 

Over the course of the 50 days of Easter we’ve been following 
the development of the Church in the period immediately after 
the resurrection of Jesus.  The apostles Peter and Paul play 
central roles in that story, and there are many others who receive 
mention who were effectively proclaiming the Good News of 
what God had done in Jesus and in the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit. 

And then, what happened?  A lot.  Lots of martyrdom for the 
faith, but lots of success in pushing out to the end of the earth 
with the message of salvation.  New developments in how 
Christians thought about God arose—some of them were 
helpful, translating the reality of what had happened into the 
ways Greeks, for example, tended to think about things.   

Some developments moved in the wrong direction and 
threatened to undermine the message of the Gospel, particularly 
as it related to the relationship of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.   

Could Jesus, as good as he was, really have been divine?  And if 
he was divine, was he really human?  And what about the Spirit 
who moves in our midst.  Does the Spirit also deserve praise and 
adoration, or is she just the messenger and workman? These 
questions mattered.  They needed a response. 



Our celebration of the Holy Trinity invites us to take time to 
contemplate what God is like and what that means for us. The 
very statement that God is a Trinity of being: three persons who 
are one God compels us to recognize that the only way to 
approach this idea is to contemplate it as a mystery.  

That means to mull it over with an attitude that rejoices in awe. 
Today’s first reading does a good job of capturing the beauty 
and playfulness of being awestruck, an attitude which lets go of 
the need to nail down the answers.  

God's Trinitarian being is the foundational mystery of reality, a 
reality that fascinates us, draws us toward God, and is too deep 
for our thought and prayer to exhaust. 

It was not a huge leap for the early Christians to connect the 
figure of Lady Wisdom found in the proverbs with the Jesus 
who had walked among them, had shown them things that they 
could only marvel at, had said things that spoke to their deepest 
level of being, had been executed, but then and returned to them 
transfigured in resurrection.  

They knew from experience that he made God present to them 
with a truth and an immediacy they had not even known existed. 
When their hearts burned listening to him, it was easy to 
imagine him as the one who said, "From of old I was poured 
forth."  

When they experienced the things of which Paul speaks — 
peace with God, boasting in hope, the love of God poured out in 
their hearts — each of those experiences carried them into the 
realm of what they could only name as the Holy Spirit given to 
them.  
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Little by little, they began to develop a new understanding of 
God as present to them in three uniquely personal ways. 
More than any other evangelist, John explains how Jesus' 
relationship with the Father could not be separated from his 
promise that his followers are capable of sharing that same 
relationship with him and the Father through the Holy Spirit. 

With this, we begin to see what God's Trinitarian being has to do 
with us. When we contemplate God as Trinity, we see God as 
Father, Son and Spirit creating, being incarnate and pouring self 
out in us so that all of creation can be drawn into divine life. 

That can sound too complicated for most mortals on a Sunday 
morning. But it can be expressed in simple terms, too.  It’s 
present at that level, too. Start with the sign of the cross.   

With that alone we can open the door to this greatest of all 
reality:  God is a God whose very being is communal love and 
whose intention in the act of creation is to share that love with 
what has been created, including us humans in a way particular 
to our nature. 

That means that we who are created in the image of God are 
created to find our greatest fulfillment as images of the Holy 
Trinity: rejoicing in relationships with one another, with God 
and with all of God's creation. 
[St. Joseph Sr. Mary M. McGlone, who provided the raw material for this homily, serves on the congregational 
leadership team of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet.] 


